BULGARIA SINCE  THE  UNION Of 1885.              669

the presence of the Roumelian delegates. She demanded first
(1886) the withdrawal of martial law and the holding of new
elections; then, in 1887, a Russian general for regent, and for
prince the Prince of Mingrclia, a Russian subject. The Sobranjc
refused in the name of national independence. But it was not
easy to find a prince. Waldemar of Denmark was elected in
1886, hut refused. The Bulgarian government gave up trying to
appease the Tsar and decided to lean on Austria, It had a
Catholic prince elected, Ferdinand of Coburg, an officer in the
Hungarian army (July, 1887), who took a Stambouloff ministry.
The powers refused to recognise him.

The Russian party in Bulgaria tried, by means of intrigues,
military plots, insurrections (February, 1887, November, 1887,
1888), and attempts at murder (1887, 1891), to overthrow Stam-
bouloff and put the country under Russia's protection once more.
Stambouloff defended himself with prosecutions, executions, sup-
pressions of newspapers and a system of terror; he was accused
of torturing accused men and condemning innocent men (case of
Major Paniza, 1890). The Liberals protested against the viola-
tion of the liberties guaranteed by the constitution. But the
government was consolidated; Ferdinand was recognised by
the Sultan, and had the constitution revised, cutting down the
number of deputies and increasing their term from 3 to 5 years.
The Metropolitan was condemned to prison for preaching a ser-
mon against the Catholic prince.

At length Ferdinand, wearied of obeying Stambouloff, took a
Conservative ministry, recalled the former leaders, the Radical
Karaveloff and the Liberal Zankoff, and made advances to the
Orthodox Russian party (1894). Stambouloff was assassinated
in 1895, and his murderers are still unpunished. Ferdinand has
had his son, Crown Prince Boris, baptized into the Orthodox
Church (1896), with the Tsar for his godfather. Bulgaria has
been reconciled with Russia, and at the same time has main-
tained her national independence and unity.

The agitation for the union of Macedonia continues. Bands
of Bulgarian insurgents have fought small battles in the cause
(1896). But the Bulgarian agitation meets other agitations in
Macedonia, for the population there is very mixed, and it is
doubtful whether the majority of Slavs are Bulgarians or
Servians*